To:  The  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the 

Rural  District  of'  Stratton* 

Mr  Chairman,  Mrs  Alford  and  Gentlemen: 


Health  Area  Office, 
L/iUHCASTON. 


October,  1957 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  year  1956. 

The  number  of  deaths  was  smaller  than  in  1955  and  the  number  of  births 
showed  an  increase.  One  stillbirth  and  one  infant  death  were  reported. 

A  considerable  epidemic  of  Measles  occurred  during  the  year,  but  no 
fatal  cases  were  recorded.  The  incidence  of  Whooping  Cough  was  higher  than  in 

introduced  a  limited  scheme  of  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  ,  y 

i  n  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district,  steady  progress  was 
maintained.  Negotiations  for  the  merger  of  ttoDistriot^i  the ^“lefslSionlith 

^tfSfcr^re^et^  K^tnd  the  ^ 

laid  down  more  specific  standards  with  regard  to  food  and  catering  P 
practices  than  had  previously  been  the  case. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  (Change  of  Designation) net  195^  changed  the 

familiar  title'  to  that  of  Public  Health  Inspector.  The  old  name  nYho 

associated  with  a  rather  more  narrow  and  vlh  of  the 

ease  for  some  considerable  time  ana  the  now  title  expresses  the  moeom 

wider  aspect  of  this  work. 

I  should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  Mr  Yoo,  the  S£^I^spects 

and  Public  Health  Inspector,  for  the  valuable  assistance  e  ^  A 
of  our  work,  and  in  the  preparation  of  this  report. 

It  is  a  pleasure  once  more  gratefully  to  acknowledge  the  interest  and 
encouragement  which  the  Council  has  at  all  times  shown. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


WILLIAM  PATnRSON 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 


STRATTON  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


E.E,  CORY,  Chairman 
W.S*  LUCAS,  Vice-Chairman 


W.H.  LITTLEJOHNS 
W.S.  BRAY 
S.P.  GRILLS 
A.F.  BEADLE 
G,  ROwLiiND 
W.J.  NOBBS 
J.J.H.  SMESTH 
R.J.  BURDEN 


Mrs  K.M,  ALD'ORD 
J,  CORY 
W,T,  AXFORD 
R,  MEPHERELI^ 
F,J,  TRENYN 
J.C,  BINES 
H.F.  WALKS! 

T.C.  HONEY 


F.  WARD 
F.  MARTIN 
F.  1/LiRRINER 
S.M.  GUBBIN 


J.  JAMES 
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E. J.  SMEETH 
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Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  authority: 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH: 

W.  PATERSON,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  ,D.P.IL 
Also  holds  appointments  of: 


Medical  Officer  of  Health:  Bude/Stratton  Urban  District  Council 

Launceston  Rural  District  Council 
Launceston  Borough  Council 
Camel ford  Rural  District  Council 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officer,  iirea  6,  Cornwall  County  Council 
School  Medical  Officer,  Cornwall  County  Council 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR: 


a.L.  YLO,  A.R.I.C.S. ,  A.R.S.L 
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SlllvLIRY  OP  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres)  56,285 

Population  5 1 230 

Nol  of  separate  dwellings  occupied  1,718 

Rateable  Value  31*12.58  £35>396. 

Product  of  Id.  rate  1958-57  £141*  3»  8# 


Total  Male 


Live  Births 

Legitimate  80  44 

Illegitimate 

Stillbirths  1  - 

Deaths  (all  causes)  58  31 

Deaths  from  Puerperal 
and  post- abortive 
sepsis 

Other  Puerperal  causes 

Infant  Mortality 

(Deaths  under  1 
yoer  per  1,000 

live  births)  1  1 

Male 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  6 

Measles  (all  ages) 
vThooping  Cough 

(all  a^es)  - 

Diarrhoea  (under 
2  years) 


Female  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 
 population 

36  15*24 

N  I  L 

1  .19 

27  11.05 

N  I  L 


12.50 

Female  Total 

3  9 

N  I  L 

1  1 

NIL 


- 


■ 


. 
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Natural  raid  Social  Condition: 


inro^  (in  acres)  56f2o5,  The  Rural  District  of  Stratton  is  mainly  agricultural  in 
character  and  the  tourist  industry  in  the  coastal  area  foms  an  important  part  of  the 
community  life, 

iopulation.  Tne  Registrar  General  ha.s  estimated  the  population  for  the  raid -year  to 
^ 5  1‘1C  h.atural  increase"  in  the  population  is  an  excess  of  births  over  death: 

In  1956  there  yvere  58  dearths  and  80  births,  22  more  births  than  deaths. 

Vital  Statistics.  It  is  important  that  too  much  weight  should  not  be  attached  to 
small  variations  in  these  rates  from  one  year  to  the  other,  particularly  where  rela- 
tively  small  populations  are  iivolved  -  attention  should  rather  be  paid  to  the  trend 
oi  these  rates  over  a  period  of  years. 

Deatns.  ihe  total  number  of  deaths  assigned  to  the  District  for  the  year  v:as  58, 


Recorded  Rate 


t  five 

years  has 

been 

compiled  for 

Year 

Total 

Male 

Female 

1952 

60 

29 

31 

1953 

51 

26 

25 

1954 

51 

28 

23 

1995 

77 

36 

41 

1956 

50 

31 

27 

10.72 
9.58 
9.58 
14.47 
11.05 

In  order  to  compare  the  mortality  in  the  District  with  the  mortality  for  England 
am.  Wales,  ic  is  necessary  to  make  a  correction  to  allow  for  the  difference  in  age  and 
sc-ei.  distribution  01  the  two  populations.  This  is  done  by  applying  to  the  crude  dea.th 
rate  of  tne  District  ail  ‘Tire a  Comparability  Factor"  wliich  has  been  estimated  by  the 
Registrar  General  as  1.08  for  this  District. 

lhc  Standardised  Death  Ra.te,  therefore,  is  11.93  which  may  bo  compared  with  that 
of  11,7  for  England  and  Wales. 

Births.  The  number  of  live  births  assigned  to  this  District  was  80  compared  with  73 
iii  1955*  The  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  is  15.24.  When  the  Registrar 
General's  moa  Comparability  Factor  for  births  (l.3l)  is  applied  to  this  figure,  the 
Standardised  Birth  Rate  is  19.96  for  this  District,  compared  with  15*6  for  Enrtland  and 
Wales, 

Stillbirths.  There  was  1  stillbirth  during  1956. 

Illegitimate  Births.  There  were  no  illegitimate  births  in  the  District  during  the 
year,  compared  with  2  in  1955. 

Maternal  mortality.  No  maternal  deaths  wo  re  recorded  during  the  year. 

I  af an  o  Mortality  •  1  death  of  an  infant  under  one  year  of  age  was  recorded  during  the 

year •  Thus  death,  within  one  hour  of  birth,  was  due  to  prematurity  and  congenital 

abnormal! ti cs. 


*  4 


* 

. 

-  3  - 

Mi  IMALITY  TABLE 

Classified  Mi  accordance  with  headings  based  on  the 
Abbreviated  List  of  the  International  Sta.tistical  Classifi¬ 
cations  of  Diseases,  Injuries  and  Causes  of  Death,  1948* 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1, 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

** 

— 

— 

3* 

Syphilitic  disease 

- 

- 

~ 

4* 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

1 

1 

6  • 

Meningococcal  infection 

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

- 

- 

- 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

1 

2 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

4 

- 

4 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

- 

1 

1 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- 

- 

- 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neopla.sns 

1 

1 

2 

15. 

Leukaemia,  oleukaemia 

- 

- 

— 

16. 

Diabetes 

- 

— 

- 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

3 

O 

O 

11 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

2 

2 

4 

19. 

Hypertension  ‘with  Leant  disease 

- 

— 

20. 

Other  heart  disoa.se 

6 

5 

11 

21. 

Other  circula.tory  disea.se 

2 

1 

3 

22. 

Influenza 

1 

1 

2 

23. 

Pneumonia 

2 

1 

3 

24. 

Bronchitis 

- 

- 

- 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

- 

2 

26  • 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

- 

- 

27. 

G-astritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

- 

- 

- 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

- 

- 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

— 

- 

- 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

- 

- 

- 

31. 

Congenital,  malformations 

- 

— 

- 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill -defined  diseases 

5 

5 

10 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

- 

- 

- 

34. 

/Ml  other  accidents 

1 

- 

1 

35. 

Suicide 

1 

- 

1 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  wan 

- 

- 

- 

31 


27 


58 


$ 


. 


■ 


■ 

•  • 
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PxiQV  I  CION  UP  HEALTH  SERVICE 


General  Medical  Services 

General  medical  services  under  Part  .IV  of  tlie  National  Health  Service  Act  1946 
are  provided  lay  medic  id.  practitioners  resident  in  the  district  and  in  adjoining 
dist^ icts,  all  of  whom  und or t air. e  maternity  medical  services* 

County ■ Ocuncil  Services 

^  Ke al t h  Pep crtLien  0 »  the  County  Council  is  the  local  health  authority  for  the 

purposes  of  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  and  provides 

the  following  services  in  the  district: 

(a)  Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing:  Nurse -midwives  arc  provided  to  attend 
general  nuising  and  midwii ery  cases  in  the  home* 

^ Visiting:  The  nurse -midwives  act  also  as  health  visitors  and, 
with  special  training  in  the  care  of  the  mother  and  young  child,  are 
a.vailahle  to  give  advice  on  health  matters  in  the  home  or  at  the  clinic* 
They  act  also  as  school  nurses. 

Ini  an o  ,» ell  arc  Centre :  A  fortnightly  Infant  welfare  Clinic  is  held  at 
tne  Cas tie,  jjuq.c* 

Dent  al  Cl  inic :  Priority  dental  treatment  for  expectant  .and  nursing 
mothers  and  pre-school  children  is  available  at  the  Dental  Clinic  held 
weekly  at  the  Castle,  Bude . 

(e)  Vaccination  mid  Iixiunisation:  Facilities  for  vaccination  against  small¬ 
pox  and  immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  arc  pro— 
vidoa  at  tho  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  or  "by  the  supply  of  materials  to  the 
family  doctor. 

(f)  jfeoc;  nclp  Service:  Home  helps  are  employed  to  provide  domestic  help 
for  households  in  certain  circumstances,  a  charge  "being  made  for  this 
service  according  to  the  means  of  the  person  concerned* 

(s)  imbalance  Cervico:  A  service  of  ambulances  for  the  conveyance  of  sick, 
accicient  and  emergency  cases  is  provided.  Per  sitting  cases,  utilecon 
sitting  case  vehicles  are  used.  When  appropriate,  some  such  cases  are 
carried  by  the  Hospital  Car  Service,  a  voluntary  organisation.  Day-to- 
day  administration  of  tho  service  is  carried  on  from  the  Health  Area. 

0 ff ice ,  Launc e  s ton • 

O'1)  Prevention  oi  Illness*  Cairo  and  htcr-cnc :  A  full-time  tuberculosis 

health  visitor  is  provided  for  the  care  and  after-care  of  tuberculous 
persons.  District  nurses  are  available  to  assist  in  the  home  treatment 
of  such  persons  when  required  by  the  Chest  Physician  or  family  doctor. 
Curtain  special  investigations  are  carried  out  in  other  types  of  illness 
by  district  health  visitors,  while  health  education  is  carried  out  by 
the  County's  Medical  and  Nursing  staff. 


' 

. 


■ 


II 


r  5  r 

(j)  /SaS&JkjiS&f  n»  comity  Council  has  certain  responsibilities 

?ont“l“tvft°n  W1  h  th?,  afcort;:dnmcnt  of  mental  ill-health  and 
“  .  ,  1 ^oflcxcncy,  .nth  the  provision  of  statutory  supervision 

uroyi1  ion" of  MM°fCctlvy  to  the  community,  and  with  the 

kr  f»,u  following  treatment  for  mental  illness. 

M  - SCi  T°mCCX  f°r  th°  disteict  from  the 

uxoewLtn  jiTca  O±nco?  Launceston* 

pupation  Department,  Ao  local  Education  Authority,  the  County  Council 
follotLa?-blt  1011  030  801,001  Hoalth  Scrvic0>  which  provides  the 


III 


Periodic  Medical  inspection  of  pupils 
Cleanliness  Surveys  of  pupils 
Dental  Inspection  and  treatment  of  pupils 

°f  handicaPPcd  pupils  in  need  of  special  education 
iicatment  clnics  weekly  at  the  Castle,  Bude: 

Dental  clinic  -  each  Thursday 
Speech  Therapy-  each  Friday  morning 

Child  Guidance,  by  arrangement  at  Plymouth  Child  Guidance  Clinic. 

This  service  is  concerned  with  the  welfare  of  the 

is  cone  mod  al.''  •+,  tf101’8  cai,0Corios  of  handicapped  persons.  It 

cert- in  ciTl M  M  pl'ovlsion  of  temporary  accommodation  in 

Officer  fo-  T  ^  T'  M  PTS°nS  “  Ur=Cnt  ™cd  thereof.  The  welfare 

ai.tnct  works  from  the  Health  Area  Office,  Launceston. 

Hospital  Service 

“t-  authority  for  the  Area 

cistrirt  a  J‘  ~  1  ruVlato  in-patient  and  out-patient  facilities  in  the 

•  Case-  of’infec'tkutS"M°  rolerrod  also  to  hospitals  in  Plymouth  and  elsewhere. 
il«h  ^  30  T  a?littCd  t0  tho  Soott  u solution  Hospital, 

hospital’aicom.iodaU^ Didworthy  or  Tehidy  Sanatoria.  Mental 
rodmin,  and  Moorfiolds  HosK? P  -d  Laninval  House 

Clinic  -t  Dowfiol^rk^t h'dd  viy-:dy  at  the  Castle,  Bude  and  a  Physiotherapy 
to^IoMitS  t  n  ,k  ^Iswortly.  The  Chest  Clinic  is  hold  at  Leloes- 

‘oerio  die  all  v  *  a  t  th,  °ljsilo/or  school  and  pre-school  children  is  held 

M  T  p  -  oasa°»  Budc*  a  Specialist  jntc-Katal  clinic  is  held  at 

ohe  Launceston  Health  Clinic  each  week.  S  clci  at 

Laboratory  Facilities 

which  T  ^liC  Ho£lth  laboratory,  Din's  Field,  Sector,  to 

•  “P^^is  for  bacteriological  examination  are  sent. 


I 


WATER 
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SANITARY  CIRCIMBTANCES 


Negotiations  for  the  merger  of  this  district  with  the  North  Devon  Water  Board 
have  continued  throughout  the  year.  Certain  objections  to  the  Draft  Order  were  made 
by  the  Devon  County  Council  and  the  Cornwall  County  Council >  out  agreement  between  the 
respective  Authorities  has  now  been  reached  and  the  objections  withdrawn.  7t  is  nov/ 
anticipated  that  the  merger  of  the  greater  part  of  the  Council's  area  comprising  the 
Pari  sins  of  Jacobstow,  Kilkhamp  ton ,  Launcclls,  Morwenstow,  North  Tamcrton,  St  .G-cnnys, 
Week  St  .Mary  and  ¥liit  stone  vrill  take  place  on  the  first  of  April  1957- 


The  lack  of  rainfall  in  the  early  months  of  the  year  under  review  following  the 
abnormally  dry  weather  experienced  in  1955  occasioned  some  anxiety  in  regard  to  certain 
of  the  Council's  water  supplies  and  it  was  considered  advisable  to  sink  additional 
boreholes  to  meet  the  expected  increase  in  demand  during  the  summer  season.  Ihosc 
emergency  measures,  which  will  bo  dealt  with  later  in  this  report,  proved  most  succcs- 
ful,  and  in  consequence  no  serious  shortage  of  water  was  exp ericnccu  during  one  year. 


The  present  position  in  regard  to  the  water  supplies  in  the  Council's  area  is  as 

follows: - 


The  Parishes  of  Marhamchurch  and  Poundstock  are  within  the  otatutoigy  water  area  of 
the  Budc -Stratton  Urban  District  Council. 


Marhamchurch •  Some  123  houses  are  supplied  with  water  from  chc  Budc-o  ta  at  con  Uibm 


IV-lv  — L  l  PUuvj-  I.  1 i  A.\  (  muw  c__  j  v.  t  V.J  kj  ^  in'  — **  w  ^  *  ««  —  — - -  ■  ■ — 

District  Council's  main  supply.  The  quantity  is  adequate,  and  the  quality  satisfactory 


Widenouth ,  Poundstock ,  At  Widcmouth  the  main  wa.ter  supply  is  provided  oy  ‘-.private 
Water  Company  who  pure  ho.  sc  the  water  in  bulk  from  the  Budc— o  cratton  Ur  can  Distiict 
Council,  and  this  is  supplemented  during  the  summer  months  by  a  borehole  which  is^ 
owned  by  the  Company,  During  the  peak  of  the  summer  season  there  was  a.  consider aole 
reduction  in  the  quantity  of  water  made  available  from  the  Urban  District  Council's 
main  supply  duu  to  the  heavy  draw  off  in  the  lower  levels  of  the  Urban  Dis  crict 
Council's  area.,  and  in  consequence  some  complaints  regarding  shortage  of  waocr  rferc 
received  from  the  occupants  of  the  houses  on  the  higher  levels  at  daemon. mi.  10A 
houses  arc  provided  with  a  full  main  supply. 


Bangor  s .  Pound  stock.  The  main  water  supply  scheme  laid  down  by  this  Council  continued 
to  function  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year.  The  water  is  derived  from  a  borehole 
situated  on  the  Council's  Housing  Estate.  The  supply  is  adequate  ana  the  quality 
satisfactory. 


27  dwellings,  School,  Parish  Hall,  Sunday  School  and  two  farms  arc  supplied  from  this 


source. 


Riikhampton .  It  was  considered  advisable  by  the  Council  to  supplement  this  supply  with 
an  additional  borehole,  making  four  boreholes  in  all  from  which  the  supply  is  urawn. 


This  emergency  measure  proved  most  successful,  as  it  was  possible  to  introduce  this 
additional  supply  into  the  main  system  prior  to  the  peak  of  the  summer  season.  Dy 
consequence  no  shortage  was  experienced  and  the  quality  of  the  water  is  satis fac  _ory. 


' 


.  . 


. 


. 


' 


145  dwell inghouscs, 
full  main  supplies, 
pipes. 


two 

and 


schools,  public  conveniences 
a  further  5  houses  continue 


and  Parish  Hell  are  provided  with 
to  draw  their  supplies  from  stands 


Crimsco tt ,  Launcclls . 
from  a  borehole  situated  on 


village  is  provided  with  a  main 
the  Council’s  Housin';  estate. 


water  supply  scheme  derived 
An  adequate  supply  was 


available  throughout  the  year 


and  the  quality  is  satisfactory, 


23  houses  and  school  have  been  connected  to  this 
for  farm  supplies. 


supply  and  7  connections  have  been  made 


St .  Canny s «  The  main  water  supply  for  this  Parish  is  derived  from  two  boreholes. 

summer  season  when  the  supply  from  the  second  borehole  was 


burin.' 


the  peak  of  the 


introduced  improvised  measures  for  the'  removal  of  the  iron  in  the  water  Iran  the  second 
borehole  were  adopted.  before,  however,  the  supply  can  bo  considered  fully  satisfac¬ 
tory  improved  •Dumping  plant  and  permanent  treatment  works  will  be  necessary,  and  a 
lergth  cf  main  between  Church  Park  Council  hauscs  and  Eenjys  Field  should  bo  replaced 
with  pipes  of  larger  diameter. 


With  the  exception  of  the  iron  content,  the  quality  of  the  water  is  sa.tisi actory 
and  an  abundant  quantity  seems  to  be  available  in  the  second  borehole.. 

58  houses  and  2  farms  are  connected  to  this  supply* 

Week  St, Mary.  During  the  year  a.  second  borehole  has  been  sunk  to  a  depth  of  160  feet 
on  a  site  on  the  Council’s  Housing  Estate  for  the  purpose  of  supplementing  the  original 
borehole  supply.  This  secondary  supply  v/a.s  brought  into  service  prior  to  the  summer 
months  and  up  to  the  time  of  writing  tliis  report  has  been  most  successful.  It  has 
been  found  possible  to  place  the  original  borehole  supply  in  reserve  and  to  draw  all  the 
water  needed  for  this  village  from  the  new  borehole. 

With  the  exception  that  the  water  as  drawn  from  the  borehole  has  a  fairly 
high  iron  content,  the  quality  is  satisfactory,  and  with  the  aid  of  the  iron  removal 
plant  installed  in  the  original  scheme-  good  potable  water  is  produced. 

Morwcnstow.  A  borehole  has  been  sunk  to  a  depth  of  150  feet  at  Shop,  Morwenstow.  The 
test  pumping  proved  satisfactory  and  the  quality  of  the  water  was  found  to  bo  suitable 
for  the  requirements  of  a  public  supply . 

In  consequence  of  the  drought  the  yield  of  the  borehole  at  Wood  ora 
occasioned  some  concern  and  as  a  precautionary  measure  it  was  decided  to  install  a  pump 
in  the  new  borehole  at  Shop  and  lay  an  emergency  overground  pipeline  to  the  Woodford 
reservoir.  The  distance  involved  was  some  4308  yards. 

It  is  hoped  tha.t  it  will  be  possible  to  proceed  very  shortly  with ^the 
main  water  supply  scheme  for  the  Shop  area  including  the  placing  underground  of  the 
emergency  pipeline  to  the  Woodford  reservoir • 

Jacobstow.  No  further  progress  ha.s  boon  made  with  the  development  of  the  main  water, 
supply  scheme  for  tils  Parish  from  the  borehole  already  sunk  for  tils  purpose.^  It  is 
very  desirable  tha.t  the  needs  of  the  Parish  should  receive  early  attention  following 
the  impending  merger  with  the  North  Devon  . rater  Board. 


\ 
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Tho  sewerage  end  sewfio  disposal  arrangements  fn  the  dis  trict  ere  as  follows: - 

lor^enstov;  Sewerage  end  Sewage  Disposal  Schaaos  are  provided  in  the  harlots  of  Shoe 

fd  Goosoten.  In  the  case  of  Shop  and  ..oodfoal  respectively  o^y  ’ 
pcjrtieel  treatment  is  provided  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works.  ^ 

iS  led  laqr«;St  village  in  the  area  and  is  provided  with  a  modem 
i I lcaoiit  pcvcxago  and  Sewage  Disposal  system. 

UrnTTutilrt  *  ™S  villaSc  is  satisfactorily  sewered  with  the  exception  of  one  road  on 

jflutsgonc.  The  village  of  Boot  is  provided  with  a  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  system. 

i'his'T^Vt^^00^  A  satisfactory  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  system  is  provided  to 
this  hamlet,  ciia  also  serves  tho  Council's  housing  estate  at  Bangor s . 

;1  ■!tlEa'I ’  FoiB^tock:  This  area  is  already  sewered  end  it  is  desirable  that  at  some 

"  Rif?  *aWc  ohe  eXLstmg  treatment  works  should  bo  replaced  by  the  provision  of  a 
sou  ouol all* 

ix  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  scheme  is  provided  in  this 

g^k  St.riary.  Tlrc  new  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  system  for  this  village  has  now  been 

completed,  and  worm  is  in  progress  with  the  connecting  of  the  drains  of  the  various 
properties  to  the  new  system. 

~yyth  *  -?v°  small  satisfactoiy  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  schemes  are  pro¬ 

vided  in  this  Parish, 

P'  It  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  during  the  year  permission 

procee  wioh  the  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  scheme  was  granted  by  the  Ministry  of 
housing  and  Local  Government.  A  tender  of  14,194  from  Messrs  Cann  Bros,  of  Dude  was 
accepted  and  work  on  the  scheme  is  now  nearing  completion, 

^rnnscott,  Launcells.  A  satisfactory  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  scheme  is  provided 
for  tins  village. 

RIVERS  END  STRE/JIS 

No  complaints  in  regard  to  pollution  have  been  received  during  the  yean. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

During  the  yean,  36  pail  or  privy  closets  have  been  converted  to  wader  closets. 

PUBLIC  CLDiiNSING 

Refuse  collection  is  undertaken  in  all  Parishes  as  set  out  hereunder:- 


. 


S  ;  I H 

. 


.  ' 
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PUBLIC  CIEhNSING- 

PARISH  BATE  CP  COLLECTION 


Morwcnstow 

Kiildiampton 

Still ,  Kilkhampton 

Launcclls 
Marhanc  Lurch 


Weak  St  .Mary 

Whit stone 
North  Turner  ton 
St.  G-ennys 

Jacob stow 
vYidemouth  Bay 

Pounds took 


Three  refuse  dumps 
Lane,  Kilkhampton  and 
Counc il ’  s  area. 


Last  Saturday  in  each  Month. 

Bach  Saturday  from  June  to  September.  Fortnightly 
from  October  to  May. 

Second  Saturday  in  oo.ch  Month. 

First  Saturday  in  each  month. 

Each  Monday  -from  May  to  October.  Fortnightly  from 
November  to  April • 

First  Friday  in  each  Month. 

ti 

tt 

Last  Thursday  in  each  Month.  Twice  monthly  during 
July,  August  and  September. 

First  Tuesday  in  each  Month. 

Each  Monday 

Each  Monday  from  Juno  to  September.  Fortnightly 
from  October  to  May. 

are  provided  by  the  Council  at  Woolley,  Morwcnstow,  Herdacott 
at  Poundstock  respectively,  which  servo  the  whole  of  the 


PUBLIC  CONTMIENCES 

Modern  well  built  public  conveniences  airo  provided  by  the  Council  at  Widemouth 
Lay,  ILilkliomp  ton ,  Cracking  ton  Ha.ven  and  M"xhamchurch. 

SIDPS 

The  srua.il  villa.ge  shops  found  in  this  district  are  well  mainta.incu. 

CAMPING-  SITES. 


Number  of  sites  in  respect  of  which  licences 
ha.ve  been  issued  under  Section  269  of  the 
Public  Health  _nt ,  1936  . . .  9 


HOUSING  STATISTICS 


Since  the  Council '  s 
been  completed. 


Post  War  housing  pro /gramme  began  in  1949  > 


houses 


have 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  1956. . . 

By  the  Local  Authority . . . 

Bv  other  persons . . . 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

No  action  has  been  necessary 
S..XB ANG-  IATIIS  AMD  POOLS 


None 


. 


«  '  •  hm**l 
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eradication  or  did  bugs 


No  action  necessary 


SCHOOLS 

Not  the  least  satisfactory  result  of  the  Council* s  progressive  x^olicy  in  x^rovidin^ 
sewerage  and  water  supply  facilities  in  the  built-up  portions  of  their  district  has 
been  the  great  improvement  effected  in  the  Sanitation  at  the  schools 


the  beginning  of  the  yc£jr  only  three  schools  in  the  Council’s  arc 9.,  namely, 
Kilkhempton  V*P,  School,  Poundstock  and  C-rimscott,  were  without  water  borne  drainage 
systems.  Since  then  the  illkhaapton  V*P*  School  lias  been  x^emanently  closed  and  the 
children  transferred  to  the  Ivilkhampton  C.P. School.  In  the  case  of  the  tv;o  remaining 
schools,  it  is  now  satisfactory  to  report  tliat  the  xie.il  closets  have  since  been  con¬ 
verted  into  water  closets  and  connected  to  the  Council  ’  s  water  sujxply  and  se.cra.ge 
systems. 


(a)  Milk  Supply, 


INSPECTION  iuP)  SUPERVISION  OP  FOOD 

Retail  licences  have  been  granted  to  two  Distributors  who  reta.il 
milk  on  a.  small  scale,  but  in  general  the  supervision  of  milk 
production  in  this  area  is  the  primary  responsibility  of  the  Ministry 
of  agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food* 

(b)  Meat  1  Other  foods.  There  are  two  priveloly  owned  slaughterhouses  in  the  district, 

and  these  are  well  ma.inta.lned* 

The  bulk  of  the  meat  supply  is  drawn  from  towns  outside  the 
Rural  District, 

R  summary  of  carcases  insxjectcd  and  condemned  is  set  out 
hereunder:  - 


Bovine  s  Calves  Sheep  1  Lambs  Pigs 


Horses 


Number  killed  (if  known)  153 

Number  injected  153 

ill  disea.se s  except  Tuberculosis 
Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  p>art  or 
organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci  53?° 

Tub  erculo  sis  only 

'.Thole  carcases  condemned  - 

Ca.rca.ses  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned  5 

Percenta.ge  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  6% 


81 


246 

246 


38 


15-23° 


216 

216 

1 

8 

1$ 

1 

8 


• 

■ 


■ 


r  11  - 


Bovines 

Cysticercosis  — — - 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

•i. 

or  organ  was  condemned  1 


Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 


1 


Generalised  end  totally  condemned 

Sanmy  of  food  condemned:  - 


Calves  Sheep  &  p±n 

Lambs 


Horses 


a 

f?i 


5 

3 

1 


Bovine  livers 

5 

tins  fruit 

"  lungs 

1 

tin  soup 

"  hearts 

3 

tins  mixed 

"  head 

2 

tins  steak 

Sheep  livers 

1 

tin  carrots 

Pigs  livers 

7 

tins  peas 

pigs  plucks 
Pigs  heads 

3 

tins  milk 

Port  carcases 

and  orgj 

.  j3LS  • 

Bakehouses  have  been  inspected  and  are  well  kept. 
ndul t ^ration ,  etc «  Ho  action  required* 

Chemical  end  Bacteriological  hxamhiation  of  Foods 

No  action  required 
Nutrition  11 

No  beds  in  the  district. 


Shell-fish 


1 •  Number  of  food  premises  in  the  area: 

Butchers  ~J 
Grocers  17 
Greengrocers  1 
Bakers  2 
Cafes  7 
Mobile  fish  1  chip  van  1 
Licensed  premises  6 
Milk  Distributors  2 


2.  Premises  registered  under  Section  1 6  of  the  hood  h  Drugs  Act,  1933: 


Preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages 
Manufacture  or  sale  of  ice  cream 
Dairies  registered  under  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Mogul at ions  1949 


3 

11 


3  •  Number  of  inspections  of  registered  food  premise-^ 


NIL 

11.0  o  & 


34 


4*  ucv  iMucational  Activity.  Following  the  introduction  of  the  Pood 
Hygiene  Megulations,  1933,  leaflets  explaining  the  purpose  of  the 
Regulations  and  setting  out  the  salient  points  were  circulated  to 
owners  of  food  premises  in  the  district.  In  addition,  a  number  of 
joint  inspections  have  been  made  by  the  Medical  Officer  and  Public 
Health  Inspector  when  the  .Regulations  have  been  explained  in  detail 


5. 


6. 


7* 


,^JhG  necescaiT  ^wvemcnts  to  the  promises  indicated  to  the 
persons  concerned . 

iS.  co11gc^G(3-  sterilised  by  a  specialist  firm 
or  burning  1  arC£i'*  (jGllur  foodstuffs  are  disposed  of  by  burial 

nocessary^  <®e”toatiou  °f  a  otock  oi'  conoignm^t  of  food  has  been 

19^7  f  ntenC^.  1,0  ^cc  U\.am  (jloat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations, 

JLv(  ~  110  lcc  cream  is  actually  manufactured  in  this  area. 

^  gencrai  this  _  is  purchased  by  the  Retailors  from  the  fims  who 
per ate  on  a  national  scale  outside  the  district. 

wSTo?Sd  particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories 

year  1936  and  as  Form  572  (Revised) 

Classlf i ed _1 1st  of  Registered  Factories  as  at  31.12.56 


hatu.ro  of  employment 


IJower 


Carp  on  cry,  Joinery  cl  Sawmills  1 

Gaiap.es,  .Repair  shops  cl  Engineers  10 
Plumbers 

Fooo.  Manufacturers 
i /oaring  Apparel 
( a)  Outfitting 


3 

1 


P'-’c tions  Number  on  Re/ lister 


Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3, 4 
and  6  arc  to  be 
enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 


23 


Non-power 

2 

6 

2 


Inspcc  tions 


15 


Cases  in  which 
Defects  were 
Found 


25 


15 


Number 

Sanitary  Conven¬ 
iences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  2 


Remedied 


Referred  by  H..;. Inspector 


*  * 


.  ;  s:.  •: 
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IREV^IANGE  OF,  xM)  CONTROL  OVLR,  INFECTIOUS  iJND  OTHER 

DIST1SLS 


Meas 


lcs 


An  epidemic  of  measles  occurred  during  the  year,  246  cases  "being  notified. 
The  disease  made  its  appearance  in  January  and  reached  its  peak  in  March, 
when  90  eases  were  notified.  The  course  of  the  disease  in  those  affected 
appears  to  have  been  straightforward  and  no  deaths  wore  recorded.  There 
is  no  means  of  active  immunisation  against  measles,  and,  as  the  disease 
is  most  highly  infectious  "before  the  appearance  of  the  rash,  it  is  diffi¬ 
cult,  if  not  impossible,  to  check  its  spread.  The  evidence  shows  that  the 
epidemic  docs  not  come  to  an  end  until  the  largo  majority  of  susceptibles 
hare  had  the  infection. 


Diphtheria 


No  case  occurred  during  the  year.  39  children  completed  a.  course  of 
primary  immunisation  against  this  disease.  Three  of  the  children  were 
immunised  against  diphtheria  only,  the  remainder  receiving  the  combined 
prophylactic  against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough,  or  the  newer 
prophylactic  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus,  wnich  came 
into  general  use  during,  the  year. 


Chopping  Courh 


33  eases  were  notified,  tiiis  number  including  two  adults.  Five  of  the 

affected  children  had  been  immunised.  There  was  one  death  from  broncho¬ 
pneumonia  due  to  whooping  cough.  This  child  had  been  immunised,  but 
appears  to  have  had  a  severe  infection.  This  fatality  should  not  be 
accepted  as  an  argument  against  this  form  of  immunisation.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  immunisation  confers  a  considerable  degree  of  protection  on 
most  children  and  either  prevents  an  attack  or  so  modifies  it  that  the 
illness  is  mild  and  often  trivial. 


Acute 

Poliomyelitis 


This 


No  cases  occurred  during  1953.  A  scheme  of  vaccination  against  this 
disease  was  introduced  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  during  the  year, 
was  operated  by  the  County  Council,  parents  of  children  born  between  1st 
January  1947  and  31st  December  1956-  being  asked  to  register  their  children 
for  vaccination.  As  the  supply  of  vaccine  was  very  small,  children  to 
receive  vaccination  were  chosen  by  month  _-f  birth  in  accordance  with  a 
scheme  laid  down  by  the  Ministry.  Vaccination  was  carried  out  in  May, 


June  and  Decomb 
course • 


;r,  27  children  in  the  Rural  District  rcceiv: 


comedo tc 


Food 

Poisoning 


A  small  outbreak  occurred  in  September,  8  cases  being  notified.  These 
’were  members  of  a  picnic  party  of  13  adults  and  children.  Symptoms  wore 
very  mild  and  the  patients  had  completely  recovered  by  the  time  investiga¬ 
tions  could  be  begun.  jc  no  samples  of  the  food  eaten  at  the  picnic  were 
available,  and  no  faecal  specimens  were  obtained,  the  cause  of  the  outbreak 
was  not  identified.  Considerable  time  was  spent  on  the  enquiries, 
however,  and  this  experience  illustrates  the  frustration  which  so  often 
attends  the  investigations  Ox  such  outbreaks. 


Smallpox 


No  ease  occurred  during  the  year, 
out. 


35  primary  vaccinations  being  carried 


Tuberculosis 


Moles 

Pul  •  Non .  Pul 


I1  cm  ales 
Pil.  Non.  Pul 


Cases  on  Register  -jl .12.55  9 
No  .of  copses  notified  during 

the  ye  ox  •- 
Cases  restored  - 
Inward  Transfers  - 
Cases  Removed  1 


4 


1 


1 


Totol  on  Register  31*12*56  8 


3  1 


B.C.G-.  Vaccination  continues  to  be  offered  to  ail  susceptible  contacts  of  known 
co.ses,  most  of  whom  avail  them, selves  of  this  protection. 

The  scheme  for  B.C.G-. Vaccination  of  susceptible  school  leavers  'was  continued  by 
the  County  Council  during  the  year,  again  with  a  good  response. 

OTHER  DISEASES 


Cancer  of  the  Lung.  It  is  now  accepted  that  there  has  been  a  real  increase  in  the 
incidence  of  this  form  of  cancel*  during  recent  years.  Widespread  popular  interest  lias 
been  shown  in  the  research  17111011  is  being  carried  out  into  its  association  with  smoking 
and  in  particular  with  cigarette  smoking  -  an  association  which  is  statistically  proven. 

During  1956,  out  of  a  total  of  5  deaths  from  cancer  in  the  rural  district, 

4,  all  of  males,  were  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung.  Since  1949 y  there  have  been  35  male 
and  34  male  deaths  from  cancer.  Of  these,  11  male  and  2  female  deaths  have  been  due 
to  cancer  of  the  lung.  It  is  not  knowr  whether  these  particular  deaths  had  any  associa¬ 
tion  with  smoking ,  as  the  medical  officer  of  health  has  no  knowledge  of  such  circum¬ 
stances,  nor,  indeed,  of  the  actual  incidence  of  the  disease.  What  is  clear  is  tint 
the  district  has  not  escaped  its  share  in  the  condition,  and,  in  the  light  of  the  work 
that  has  boon  done,  this  should  serve  as  a  word  to  the  wise. 


r 


»  15 

TiJLXiiJ  I 


Age  C-roups 


0  - 
1  - 
5  - 

15  - 
20  - 
25  - 
55  - 
45  - 
55  - 

65  - 

Age  unknown 


TUIullCULOSI  S 


iigc  ana  Sex  Distribution  of  Ce.se  s  and  Deaths  -  1 556 


New  Qc.se  s 

Pul,  Non. Pul. 

M_.  P  M  P 


Doe.ths 

Pul ,  Non  Pul 

M  P  M  P 


1 


Year  Estimated 
Population 


1552 

5,595 

1 553 

5,630 

1954 

5,630 

1955 

5,320 

1956 

5,250 

TABLE  II 

VITAL  STATISTICS 
Summary  for  past  five  years 


NINTHS 

DEATHS 

Un&ea 

1  year 

ill 

ages 

No, 

Crude  Nate 

No, 

Infant 

No. 

Crude 

Mortality 

Death 

Nate 

Rale 

92 

16  »44 

7 

76.08 

60 

10.72 

95 

16  #86 

2 

a. 05 

51 

9.58 

06 

15.27 

— 

— 

51 

9.58 

73 

15.72 

7 

3 

41.09 

77 

14.47 

00 

15.24 

1 

12,50 

58 

11,05 

looping 
ieasles 
heumoni;: 
'ood  Poi 


-  16 

T.<dHA,  III 

Monthly  Incidence  of  NotifiaJblo  Diseases  (other 
_ then  Tub or cul o  sis )  _ 


Jan. 

Fob. 

I 

ii.pl*  0 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

oO"j\)"t  0 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

TOTAL 

Cough 

fm 

6 

mm 

V 

P 

1 

12 

8 

5 

3 

38 

13 

51 

90 

37 

38 

5 

1 

- 

- 

1 

246 

•5* 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

1 

X 

X 

1 

oning 

m4 

mm 

mm 

8 

— 

— 

mm 

8 

15 

61 

90 

43 

38 

3 

4 

1 

20 

10 

5 

3 

293 

TABLE  IV 


ShNITidff  INSPECTION  OP  THE  IDEA 


ichtal  number  oi  inspections  made  for  all  purposes 
New  Private  hater  supplies  provided 
No.  of  samples  of  water  analyses 

Satisfactory  24:  Unsatisf actory  11 

Existing  water  supplies  improved 
Number  of  houses  connected  during;  the  year  to  the 

Council's  mains 

to  widenouth  water  Company's  mains 
to  Dude  -  -  S  tr a 1 1  on  Ur  ten  District  Council's  mains 
Pail  or  Privy  closets  converted  to  water  closets 
New  drains  laid  to  existing  premises 
Existing  drains  repaired 
Compl cants  received 
Nuisances  abated 
No.  of  bakehouse  inspections 
Premises  disinfected 

No. of  inspections  of  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  .Works 
Gemping  sites 
Offensive  trades 


4 


28 

1 

2 

36 

33 

2 

20 

13 

4 

1 

161 

9 

NIL 


,  ■ 


■ 

■ 
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TABLE  III 


A 


m  *  V 


Whooping  Cough 
Measles 
Scarlet  Pever 


Monthly  Incidence  of  Notifiable 
Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 

Aua.  Sept.  Oct.  Mov  .Pec -Total 

15  2  -  -  .  -  »  «.  _  n 

--122-1.1  ~  -  7 

. 1-  -  -  -  i 


1  -  322  -  111  -  16 


TABLE  17 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area, 

\  - 

Total  number  of  inspections  made  for  all  purposes  ... 

New  Private  Water  supplies  provided  , . . 

No  •  of  samples  of  water  analysed  . . . 

Satisfactory  lb;  Unsatisfactory  10, 

Existing  water  supplies  improved  ... 

Number  of  ho  uses  connected  during  the  year  to  the  Council 

to  North  Devon  Water  Board’ s  mains  . 

to  Widemouth  Water  Company’s  mains  . . 

to  Bude-Stratton  Urban  District  Council’s  mains 
Pail  or  Privy  closets  converted  to  water  closets 
New  drains  laid  to  existing  premises 
Existing  drains  repaired 
Complaints  received 
Nuisances  abated 
No,  of  bakehouse  inspections 
Eremises  disinfected 

No,  of  inspections  of  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Works . 
Camping  sites 
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